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In today’s special episode, I am accompanied by Dr. Denise Eileen McCoskey, Professor of Classics and affiliate of Black World Studies at Miami (OH) University. He has written extensively on race and gender policy in antiquity and is currently working on a project that examines the role of eugenics in the classical scholarship of the early twentieth
century. In 2012 he published his book Race: Antiquity & Its Legacy, which will be the topic of today's conversation. It represents the various ways in which ancient cultures have thought of race (including race as social practice and racial representations). Let's also go a bit into "Black Athena", a controversial book by Martin Bernal (published in
three volumes in 1987, 1991 and 2006) which proposes an alternative hypothesis on the origins of ancient Greek civilization, and why the field of Classics managed it so badly. Dr Denise Eileen McCoskeyProfessor of Classics at Miami (OH) UniversityTwitter:A Race: Antiquity and the Legacy Friday, April 23, at 14-16 A round table with Zena Kamash,
Denise McCoskey and Dan-el Padilla Peralta, chaired by Professor Phiroze Vasunia. This event will be held on Zoom. Please email [emailA protected]g for the adhesion instructions that will be sent in the week that begins on April 19th. A round table, organized by the Hellenic Society (SPHS), with Zena Kamash (RHUL), Rosa AndAojar (KCL), Denise
McCoskey (Miami), and Dan-el Padilla Peralta (Princeton), chaired by Professor Phiroze Vasunia (UCL). Free online event at 14.00 (UTC+1) Friday 23 April. A browser error has been detected.Premete Ctrl+F5 to update the page and try again. A browser error has been detected. Try again by pressing the Shift key and clicking on "Update." How do
different cultures think about race? In the modern era, racial distinction has been assessed primarily in terms of a person’s physical appearance. But it wasn't always like that. As Denise McCoskey demonstrates, the ancient Greeks and Romans did not use skin color as a basis to classify ethnic disparities. The color of its skin is today the basis of racial
variability, because it was used during the period of maximum splendor of European exploration and colonialism to build a hierarchy of civilizations and then justify slavery and other forms of economic exploitation. The preconditions on race must therefore take into account factors other than simple physiognomy. This is particularly true in relation to
the classical world. In the 5th century Athens, racial theory during the Persian wars produced the «Greek» and «barbars» categories and placed them in a brutal opposition to each other: a process that could be intense and destructive as "white and black" in our time. The ideas about race in antiquity were therefore completely distinct butLinked to
political and historical contexts like those that have come later. late. book bravely explores the complex matrices of race - and the different interpretations of ancient and modern - through epic, tragedy and novel. From Theocritus to Toni Morrison, from Tacitus and Pliny to the fundamental study of Bernal, Black Athena, it is a new powerful and
original evaluation. ISBN-13: 9 781 350 125 001 Publisher: Bloomsbury Academic Date of publication: 16.05.2019 Necklace: Antiques and Moderns Description of the edition: Reprint Pages: 264 Sale classification: 1.038,110 Product size: 5.65 (p) x 8.48 (h) x 0.78 (d) Introductionl. Racial Theory2. Running as a social practice3. Racial
representations4. Who StoryAfterwordNote How do different cultures think about race? In the modern era, racial distinction has been assessed primarily in terms of a person’s physical appearance. But it wasn't always like that. As Denise McCoskey demonstrates, the ancient Greeks and Romans did not use skin color as a basis to classify ethnic
disparities. The color of its skin is today the basis of racial variability, because it was used during the period of maximum splendor of European exploration and colonialism to build a hierarchy of civilizations and then justify slavery and other forms of economic exploitation. The preconditions on race must therefore take into account factors other than
simple physiognomy. This is particularly true in relation to the classical world. In the 5th century Athens, racial theory during the Persian wars produced the «Greek» and «barbars» categories and placed them in a brutal opposition to each other: a process that could be intense and destructive as "white and black" in our time. The ideas about race in
antiquity were therefore completely distinct, but closely linked to political and historical contexts such as the later ones. This provocative book bravely explores the complex matrices of race - and the different interpretations of ancient and modern - through epic, tragedy and novel. From Theocritus to Toni Morrison, from Tacitus and Pliny to the
fundamental study of Bernal, Black Athena, it is a new powerful and original evaluation. Start your review of Razza: Antiquity and its legacy One of the advantages of studying peoples away from us in time and space is that it expands the ability to imagine what we can be. At the same time it can serve as a critical counterpoint to what we are. Thus,
for example, the study of the ancient Hebrews suggests alternative ways of looking at religion, politics, history, identity, gender relationships, etc. Classical studies offer especially Westerners what other studies do not offer. Because of a long-standing predilection, however varied, for Greek and Roman issues, one of the advantages of studying
peoples away from us in time and space is that it expands the ability to imagine what we can be. At the same time it canfrom critical counterpoint to what we are. Thus, for example, the study of the ancient Hebrews suggests alternative ways of looking at religion, politics, history, identity, gender relationships, etc.Offer Westerners that other studies
do not. Due to a long-standing preference, for Greek and Roman issues; Due to these genetic licenses as to see the origins of Western philosophy, aesthetics, historiography, jurisprudence, rhetoric, theater, republicanism, democracy and so on in the work of such putative ancestors; And due to their values and their activities usually used to justify
ours, any appeal to them has a weight not granted. McCoskey's contribution to Oxford's & € ceAncients and Modernsa € series takes as a center the theme of the race, looking on the one hand to determine what the Greeks and Romans thought about the matter and showing, on the other, like Westerners from Then they tried to appropriate them to
justify their convictions and practices. This is not, especially as regards the first concern, an easy task. To begin with, the scope of this study is enormous, ranging from a millennium and at least two distinct cultures. Visions and practices vary, as shown in particular the Greek meeting with Persia, and most likely they have not been reported as being
so deeply and commonly assumed not to be detectable. Furthermore, these terms as their employees can, to the fullest, to bear only a family resemblance to modern breed concepts. For example, the Greek ETNO corresponds approximately to our notions of ethnicity, but also a € & € cethe would also be used to denote a group linked exclusively to the
profession or employmenta € (p. 29). Greek genotes, with its descent implication, may seem to serve better, but given its latitude & € "Genos could & € & € 4 € ceTish something small as a family unit and great as a taxonomic categorya € (ibid. ) & € "and the occasional removal of ancient legal notions of descent - for example, being octavia adopted as"
son "of Caesar a €" it is just exact. Modern popular breed notions are characterized by a primary focus on skin pigmentation. This practice, in particular as regards the archetypal binary differentiation of & € ocebiancoa € against the & € eelneroa €, actually born from the European penetration of Africa and the colonization of the Americas. The
determined factor was cheap, a already existing trade of slaves in Africa serving the interests of profitable agriculture. Some Africans had immunities at endemic diseases that Europeans were missing and, moreover, is assumed that they were used to heat .. the slavery was justified by a consecrated precedent: from the Bible, from the Romans, from
the Greeks a € "aristotheli himself who He provided a topic in his nicomachea ethics. So slavery, which had been actually common in many forms throughout history, gradually came to be identified with servant Negro. The theory followed the practice as the Westerners tried to justify the oppression and degradation of blacks. Biblical scholars traced
it to the curse on the sons of Cam (Gen 5.32, 9.24). The chroniclers of travel contrasted the pagan immorality of African cultures toown Christian property. Theologians applauded the slave trade as a civil mission. Eventually, with the fusion of Mendelian genetics and popular Darwinism, a “science contest” was developed that took various strategies
to explain the status quo or, as in the case of the Third Reich, to change it in favour of one group above the others. Addressing competition as “an ideological structure that organizes and classifies perceived human variation” (p. 2), McCoskey sees its application to the ancients themselves as problematic. Yes, they certainly had their own ways of
classifying peoples, but there is little evidence that skin color was given much attention, which was seen as a determining sign that conveys more information about a person than, say, height, shape, eye or hair color. Rather than focusing on what people assumed was in a narrow metaphysical sense, the ancients tended to worry about what people
did. Thus, linguistic and cultural practices were frequented, but often with the recognition that Greek virtues or Roman citizenship could be acquired. Now, with the Human Genome Project and with the prospect of technologies to follow; now, with such extensive historical experiences of pseudo-sciences such as intelligence or race that are used to
explain, justify, and contribute to exploitation and oppression; now, such books as McCoskey’s Race should command serious attention ...more This is the first piece of “real” reading I did as a college freshman for my race and gen-ed diversity requirement. I realized how ignorant I was in terms of the idea of race within ancient Greece and Rome and
how incredibly relevant they are to modern issues. Race is a social construct, nor is it inevitable, and the only way to distract it is to understand its beginnings in classical antiquity and their ways in which it works. This is the first piece of “real” reading I did as a college freshman for my race and gen-ed diversity requirement. I realized how ignorant I
was in terms of the idea of race within ancient Greece and Rome and how incredibly relevant they are to modern issues. Race is a social construct, neither is it inevitable and the only way to distract it is to understand its beginnings in classical antiquity and their ways in which it works. ...more This is a heavy book, but I don’t mean that in a bad way.
The subject is one that requires a certain submissive tone, and the book itself addresses a wide range of materials, including modern racial theory, the classical roots of modern ideas about race, the use of classics in modern racial and imperial oppression, and of course ancient ideas about race from archaic Greece to the late Roman Empire.
McCoskey manages wonderfully to provide both a compelling argument that race is a meaning for this is a book But I don't mean that bad. the topic is what requires a certain submissive tone, and the book itself addresses a wide range of materials, materials,modern racial theory, the classical roots of modern ideas on race, the use of classics in
modern racial and imperial oppression, and of course the ancient ideas on race from the archaic Greek to the late Roman Empire. mccoskey marvelously manages to provide both a convincing argument and race is a significant topic for the study of the ancient world, and a general introduction to the ancient world itself. There are many ways that this
could have gone wrong, but the book managed to keep my interest and I think it would do the same for a generic reader. The heaviness of the book is also the result of its division into four large chapters populated by various subchapters. the first chapter introduces racial theory and argues for its relevance in the study of the ancient world. the
second studies the role that the race played in ancient societies, while the third is more interested in race representations. These two chapters have a discreet overlap, because representations often generate expectations and social realities create a context for representation. the final chapter addresses the great modern debate on the Black Athena
of bernal: afroasiatic roots of classical civilization, vol. 1: the fabrication of ancient greece, 1785-1985, which challenged many of the Eurocentric and casually white supremacist hypotheses that became rooted in the study of classics. This was the most interesting chapter for me, and I highly recommend it (and its notes) as an introduction to this
debate both for scholars and for fans of modern intellectual history. the great problem with this provision is that it was difficult to understand how everything was connected. I often found myself wanting to have the meaning of the idea of race explained in its individual sub-chapters, especially when the issue of ethnicity vs race continued to pop-up.
but since the first chapter addresses the meaning of the idea of isolated race, all subsequent chapters should refer to this test a little telegraphically. Egypt is an important theme of the book that occurs in each of the chapters. cleopatra discussions, the Tolemaic government and Egyptian Bernal hypotheses are all highlights of the book for me. Jews,
Persians and Germans also appear in the book, but these groups are less discussed, perhaps because they have been the subject of many other studies. Perhaps unurprisingly the book limits is focus on other terms of identity such as the category code, gender and sexuality, and supposes these to the relative discussion of the race. Of course, there are
other books on these topics in this series, but it strikes me as strange how strictly the arguments are separated. It is probably worth studying the various intersections of these forces rather than considering them isolatedly. mccoskey proves convincingly that the kind ofSexuality attributed to the ancient Persians and class differences between
colonizing colonizers colonized are all important factors complicating our ideas about race. Why keep such limited focus on a single category? Another big concern for me was the lack of images in the text. I've seen other books in this series that contain pictures, so their absence seemed odd. This was particularly hard to accept when McCoskey spent
pages describing ancient vases and cups as a way of demonstrating the ancient awareness of color difference. Fortunately, I was familiar with the cups he refers to (they are quite familiar to most classicists), but the lack of inclusion of any illustrations for the physical evidence is going to baffle most readers. The author is generous in her willingness
to quote and quote fellow scholars, so avarice with visual evidence seems particularly strange. Despite these concerns, I still enjoyed this book very much. The tone and style are accessible and clear. The ancient sources are well described and the closing notes provide a wide range of additional readings. ...more Beautiful introduction to “racial
relations” in the ancient world. It includes, like the other titles in the series, the modern philosophies to which ancient thoughts have given “seed”. Perfect for the beginner or for the uninitiated in the subject. Nice introduction to “racial relations” in the ancient world. It includes, like the other titles in the series, the modern philosophies to which
ancient thoughts have given “seeds”. Perfect for beginners or beginners of the subject. ...more An interesting attempt to examine race, ethnicity and culture from a different perspective than the modern one. McCoskey’s book was probably the best read I ever had in my first year of residency. I was interested in how the idea of race in the “classic”
world could be re-examined, and I think you did a great job. McCoskey’s book was probably the best read I ever had in my first year of residency. I was interested in how the idea of race in the “classic” world could be re-examined, and I think you did a great job. ...read more ...
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