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Different pencil drawing

As a relatively old tool for writing, pencil developed in time and different types of pencils were invented for different uses. Graphite pencils - standard everyday pencils with a core of clay and graphite of clay and graphite and a casing of wood. They have many levels of darkness, which are achieved with different ratios of graphite and clay, and variety
of uses. Solid graphite pencils - (or woodless pencils) similar to standard graphite pencils but without wood casing. They are used for drawing, allow for covering of large areas and also have many levels of darkness. Charcoal pencils - pencils shaped like sticks and made of charcoal and used in art. They are black (and darker that graphite pencils) but
there are also sepia toned and white. Carbon pencils - pencils made of a mixture of clay and lamp black (a black pigment). Their darkness changes with mixing with charcoal or graphite. They are still darker than pencils but smoother than charcoal pencils. Colored pencils, or pencil crayons - pencils with wax-based cores that have pigments mixed in
them with additives, and binding agents. Core is wooden as with standard graphite pencils. They are used in fine art but also by children because they are easy to use and don’t leave mess. Grease pencils - pencil made of wax core and, most often, with paper casing. Some rarer grease pencils have wooden casing. They can write on almost every
surface and it rarely scratches the surface it is used on. Watercolor pencils - a subtype of colored pencils. They are made of a material whose mark can be dissolved in water. They are used with standard watercolors to leave sharp lines between colors and to make gradients when dissolved with water. Carpenter's pencils - pencils made of strong
graphite and in an oval body. They are designed to be durable, not to break easily and not to roll off the desk. Copying pencils, or indelible pencils - pencils whose core has dye that can write as a normal pencil. But, when water is added to the mark that is left on the paper it dissolves and can be copied to the other paper by pressing. They were
popular in 19th century. Erasable color pencils - like their name says: color pencils that can be erased (unlike wax-based colored pencils). They are used for sketching and in animation. Non-reproducing , or “non-photo blue pencils” - pencil that cannot be copied by photocopying machines. Today it is used for drawing the sketches that will later be
scanned and when turned to grayscale - blue from the pencil will disappear. Stenographer's pencil - very reliable pencil with lead that is break proof. Golf pencil - short standard pencil that is used for marking the score in golf. Mechanical pencils - pencils which use mechanism to push lead through a hole at the end. They use special leads that have
precise diameter for the pencil they use, and can be of different darkness like standard graphite pencils can. They are used for writing and technical drawing. Pop a Point Pencils - pencils that have many short pencil tips housed in a cartridge-style plastic holder. They are not sharpened but when one piece is dull it is removed from the front and
pushed in the rear of the pencil, pushing all the pieces and the new, sharp one appears at the front. Plastic pencils - invented by Harold Grossman in late 1960s. They are made by co-extrusion of plasticized graphite mix and wood-composite core made of ABS plastic, wood flour, and aluminum stearate. They are flexible and can be bended without
breaking. © 2021 - History of Pencils | Privacy Policy | Contact Drawing Pencil Numbers ExplainedHave you ever wondered what those numbers are on the back of drawing pencils? What do they stand for? Are they important? What are the differences between the different types of pencils? The numbers of the backs of pencils indicate the kind of
graphite that the pencil contains, and they are essential for artists to understand. Different types of graphite produce various kinds of marks. So, using the right pencil for the correct drawing is very important. For example, if you are drawing something technical like a machine, then you’d want to use a harder lead that doesn’t smear easily. This will
allow you to get all of the fine details. But, you’d probably also want to use a softer lead to add dark areas on your drawing. The point here is that for each effect you want to achieve, and subject you want to accurately portray, there is a type of graphite you should use. This drawing pencils numbers explained guide will tell you anything and
everything you need to know about different types of graphite and how you should use each of them.Additional Posts You May Want to Read:What Does HB Stand For On A Graphite Pencil?In an HB pencil, the H stands for hard, and the B stands for black. What does that mean? It means just what the name implies. It’s a graphite pencil that is
relatively hard and dark. HB pencils are also known as #2 pencils, which is the most common type of graphite pencil in the world. When you were a kid, you probably used #2 pencils all the time in school. It’s the pencil that most people in the world are most familiar with, which is why it’s one of the most popular drawing and sketching pencils. An HB
pencil is kind of middle of the road in terms of hardness and darkness. Since you’ve probably used this type of pencil more than any other type, it should be on that you are very comfortable using.What Does H Stand For On A Graphite Pencil?The H in a graphite pencil stands for the hardness of a pencil. Pencils with an H in their classification have
more clay in their lead, which means they make a lighter, more delicate line. The harder the pencil, the lighter the marks it will make, and the more difficult it will be to blend. For technical drawings, harder leads are ideal. For drawings incorporating a lot of shading softer leads are better since they are easier to blend. If you want a harder pencil,
then a higher H is what you are looking for. For a softer pencil, a lower H should be what you reach for.Drawing Pencil Numbers EWhat Does B Stand For On A Graphite Pencil?The B on a graphite pencil stands for blackness level. Pencils that have a B in their classification will have more graphite in their lead, which means that they will make darker
marks than other pencil types. When drawing, you’ll need to incorporate a wide range of values to achieve a realistic look. That means using lighter and harder pencils for fine details, and softer, blacker pencils for deep shadows. For pencils using a B, the higher the B, the softer that the pencil will be, which means a darker mark.What Is The
Difference Between An H And An B Pencil?H pencils are harder, and B pencils are softer and darker. Understanding the differences in graphite pencil grades will give you the ability to use the right tools for the right job. One thing to keep in mind is that just because you start your drawing with one type of pencil doesn’t mean that the entire drawing
has to be executed with that same type of pencil. In fact, you should always mix and match your pencils while you are working so that you can create a variety of effects on your drawing. You should use harder pencils for details and softer ones for blending in shadows and adding depth to your drawings.Graphite Numbers ExplainedOne method of
grading pencil hardness is the number system, developed initially in the United States by Nicholas Conte. Since the number system only ranks pencils in the middle range of hardness, it is primarily used for describing writing pencils. With the number grading system, the higher the number, the harder the lead. So higher numbers mean creating
lighter, more delicate marks that are more difficult to blend. Should you avoid drawing with pencils that have a number grade? No, there’s no reason to avoid using pencils graded with numbers when you are drawing. In fact, the first pencil you probably ever drew with was a number 2 pencils.Pencils that are graded with numbers are not a unique
pencil that has different qualities than pencils that are classified with letters. Pencils graded with numbers are simply graded in a smaller grouping. What does that mean? Well, a number 1, 2, 3, and 4 pencil corresponds to a B, HB, F, and H pencil. See, they aren’t different, they are just categorized in a different way.9H: What Type Of Drawings Is A
9H Used For?A 9H pencil has the hardest pencil lead that you will find in a graphite pencil. It’s known for being able to be sharpened to a fine point, then holding that point for a long time. 9H pencils are best used for fine detail work. If you are trying to put a lot of graphite down on paper with a 9H pencil, you are going to be fighting a losing battle.
But, if you want to draw something with fine lines, then a 9H pencil is ideal since it creates light marks that are very difficult to smudge. It can be used for technical drawings, but it’s best to use is for preliminary work. 9H pencil lead is hard to see, and even if you use a lot of pressure, you aren’t going to succeed in producing a dark line. That’s why
you should use it for preliminary work, then go over that work with a darker pencil.8H: What Type Of Drawings Is A 8H Used For?An 8H lead is very hard, but not quite as hard as a 9H lead. What should you use an 8H lead for? You can use it for anything that you use a 9H lead for since the two are very similar in terms of hardness and the types of
marks that they create on paper. The only real difference is that an 8H lead is slightly softer than a 9H lead, which means it will produce marginally darker lines and that it is somewhat more likely to smudge.7H: What Types Of Drawings Is A 7H Used For?7H pencil lead is still quite hard, but with it, you are starting to get to the point where marks
made with it are a little more easy to see than with harder pencil leads. That means that you can use a 7H pencil for preliminary work, but it will also produce marks that are just dark enough to work for a finished drawing. If you want a light, fine line drawing, then a 7H pencil should do the trick.6H: What Types Of Drawings Is A 6H Used For?Like
other hard graphite lead pencils, 6H pencils work well for preliminary work, as well as for fine line drawings. Being a harder lead pencil means that a 6H still won’t produce a very dark line, but if you are aiming for a light drawing without heavy lines, then it could work well for you. If you need darker lines, then it’s better to keep moving along to
softer pencil leads.5H: What Types Of Drawings Is A 5H Used For?5H pencil lead is slightly softer than 6H, but the differences between it and even 9H lead are still quite small. 5H pencil lead should be used the same way that other hard pencil leads are used. It should be used for preliminary drawings, or for fine detail work. A finished drawing in 5H
is possible, but it will still have very faint lines.4H: What Types Of Drawings Is A 4H Used For?With 4H pencil lead, you are starting to get into graphite that is a little more suitable for drawing with. The lines are still fine, but they are a bit darker and can be seen more quickly. 4H graphite should be used for detail work, and if you apply enough
pressure, you should end up with fine lines that are just dark enough to be easily seen by the average person.3H: What Types Of Drawings Is A 3H Used For?When you get to 3H pencils, you are finally getting into pencils that can be used to complete a drawing while adding light to mid-tones. A 3H pencil won’t allow you to create very dark blacks,
but it will enable you to develop greys and mid-tones that work well when you are creating a technical drawing that requires detail. A 3H pencil is also an excellent choice if you want to lightly sketch in a drawing before inking it, or even before painting over it. Just remember that if you are painting over graphite, you'll need to seal it in place with
matt medium or another clear sealant before painting on top of it. Graphite will rise to the surface of a painting eventually, which will ruin it.2H: What Types Of Drawings Is A 2H Used For?What can you use a 2H pencil for? Take everything that was said about 3H pencils above, then apply it here. Really. 2H and 3H pencils are very similar, with the
only noticeable difference being that a 3H is slightly harder. That means that it makes marginally lighter marks than a 2H pencil. But, for all practical purposes, they are interchangeable.H: What Types Of Drawings Is An H Used For?An H pencil corresponds to a #4 pencil on the American grading system, which places it a few spots further up the
hardness scale over a #2 pencil. While an H pencil will create lighter lines than the more common #2 pencil, it is possible to create lines that are moderately dark by using a lot of pressure. If you like to have a detailed sketch done before you do a finished drawing or painting, an H pencil can work very well for you. It’s still a hard graphite lead, but
it’s softer and can be used to create darker lines than other hard pencils.HB Or F: What Types Of Drawings Is An HB Or F Used For?HB and F pencils both produce similar values, but they do so for different reasons. HB pencils have a small amount of clay mixed into the lead, making it hard while still allowing it to add dark values. An F pencil has less
graphite, making it hard, and allowing it to create a full range of values. Both of these pencils are popular with artists, and they complement each other well when used together.B: What Type Of Drawings Is A B Used For?When you get into the B scale of pencils, you start getting into pencils that are softer and produce darker lines. A pencil that has a
B grade is slightly softer than a typical #2 pencil that you are probably very familiar with. If you are looking to add mid-tone shadows to a drawing, you should start by using a B pencil and then progress to softer and harder pencils as you need to add more and more intense shadows.2B: What Type Of Drawings Is A 2B Used For?When you want to
start to add darker values to a drawing, but aren’t ready to commit to adding really dark values yet, a 2B pencil is a great option. Be warned, 2B pencils are soft enough to smudge if you accidentally rub them. That’s true for the rest of the B pencils that are going to be mentioned here. If you are working with softer pencils, workable fixative is a must.
Always remember that when using a workable fixative, use it in a well-ventilated area. The fumes can be harmful, so never use workable fixative indoors without sufficient ventilation.3B: What Type Of Drawings Is A 3B Used For?When you are looking to go a bit darker than a 2B pencil will allow, a 3B is the next option you should reach for. 3B pencils
are known for producing dark lines, and for being relatively easy to blend. A 3B pencil, with sufficient pressure, can produce reasonably dark values giving you the ability to create the darks that are necessary for a drawing to look 3D. If you want genuinely black values, though, you will need a softer pencil.4B: What Type Of Drawings Is A 4B Used
For?4B pencils should be used for adding moderately dark black. This type of pencil should also be used when you are looking to create moderately dark blacks that blend. 4B pencils smudge easily, so you have to be careful when using them. But, that same softness that lets them smudge easily also makes them great for blending.5B: What Type Of
Drawings Is A 5B Used For?Using a 5B pencil will let you add dark values that are getting close to the darkest values that graphite can produce. Getting graphite to create pure black is difficult because of the sheen that it has. But, with the right pencils and sufficient pressure, you can get close to creating black. A 5B pencil isn’t the pencil to use
when you are trying to create black. It is the pencil you should use when you are trying to add dark shadows and blend them between lighter areas and darker areas on your drawing.6B: What Type Of Drawings Is A 6B Used For?6B pencils are past the midway point of B pencils in terms of softness. They will allow you to create reasonably dark areas,
are easy to blend, and are soft enough that you can lay down a lot of graphite quickly. Like other soft, dark pencils, you should use a 6B to help bridge the gap between lighter and darker values in your drawing.7B: What Type Of Drawings Is A 7B Used For?Once you get to the 7B range of pencils, you are getting into pencils that are quite soft, blend
easily, and can make very dark values. 7B pencils should be used to render in areas of your drawing that are in deep shadow where very little light reaches.8B: What Type Of Drawings Is A 8B Used For?8B pencils are the second softest and darkest graphite pencil that you will find, and their use should be reserved for rendering in dark shadows. You
can use an 8B pencil to complete an entire drawing as long as you aren’t trying to create any highlights or mid-tones. If you are drawing a dark scene, then using an 8B pencil along with an eraser to lighten areas that are lighter in value.9B: What Type Of Drawings Is A 9B Used For?When you are ready to create the darkest values that graphite is
capable of producing, then you are prepared for a 9B pencil. 9B pencils should be used for the darkest values in your drawings. They smear and blend easily, and you can put down a lot of graphite with a minimal amount of pressure. This makes a 9B pencil great for laying down dark shadowy areas. Many young artists struggle with creating the
darkest black areas in their drawings. This is a mental hurdle that has to be overcome because, without truly dark regions, a picture will always look flat. When you want to create the darkest values possible with graphite, you’ll need a 9B pencil. How To Create A Tonal ScaleAs an artist, creating the illusion of three-dimensional depth, while drawing
on a two-dimensional surface, requires practice and skill. It also requires a full range of values. Take a moment to look around the room around you. What do you see? You see areas that are in shadows, but you don’t just see a universal level of darkness, do you? No, you see a full range of different values ranging from a slight shadow to an area nearly
devoid of light. What about highlights? Are all of the highlight pure, bright white? No. They are also comprised of a range of values. The point to all of this is a simple one, if you want to draw a realistic, three- dimensional looking drawing, you'll need to draw with a full range of values. How many values? Believe it or not, you should be drawing using
9 different values. One of the best ways to practice this and get a feel for different values is to create a tonal scale. How do you do that?1. Choose a sheet of paper. While any paper will do in a pinch, using a smoother paper will give you more precise control as you add graphite to create values.2. Get several different pencils ready. Ideally, you’ll
choose 9 different pencils, using a mixture of soft and hard pencils.3. Draw out 9 different squares. These squares can be drawn by hand and messy, or if you are a perfectionist, you can use a ruler and at-square to draw perfect squares.4. Number the squares 1 to 9.5. Starting with number 2, you are going to start adding graphite to each square to
make each squaredarker than the one before it, but lighter than the one after it. You’ll want to use harder pencils for the lighter values and softer pencils for the darker values. You won’t put anything in the first box because position #1 is for pure white on the value scale.6. For many people, it helps to do a value scale in stages. Leave box 1 blank for
the lightest value. In box 9, use a 9B pencil to create as dark of an area as possible.7. In box 5, you are going to want to use something like a 5B pencil. This is your midpoint. Then proceed to render the square in order using different types of pencils.8. The hardest part of doing a tonal scale is ensuring that each square is either darker or lighter than
the ones next to it.9. Repeat the first 8 steps until you are able to produce a tonal scale that goes from 1 to 9, lighter to darker. If it takes you 100 times, then that’s what you do, you try it 100 times. Remember, there’s no such thing as too much practice, so don’t feel bad if it takes you several attempts to get this right.How To Create A Lead Pencil
Swatch Chart And How To Use ItA tonal scale is meant to show values progress from lightest to darkest. A swatch chart is similar, but the focus here isn’t on getting the different values in order. You are merely looking to create a reference point that you can look at. The point of creating a lead pencil swatch chart is to give you a visual reference
guide that you can use when you are drawing. Here’s how you do it.1. Choose a sheet of paper. Once again, any paper will do, but a smoother paper works better.2. Get out every type of graphite pencil that you own. Ideally, you’ll have everything from a 9H to a 9B.If you don’t, you can always go back and add more swatches later once you get more
pencils.3. Draw a square for each of the pencils that you have. If you don’t have every type of graphite pencil,then it’s a good idea to leave some space on the paper so you can go back and add more squares whenyou have more pencils.4. Label each of the squares with a specific type of pencil. Using ink here is ideal.5. Take one pencil at a time and
color in the square that matches the type of pencil. Try to use uniform pressure so that you will be able to see how each kind of pencil responds when it is used under similar circumstances.6. If you plan to keep your graphite swatch chart to use a reference, make sure to spray it with a workable fixative to prevent any unwanted smudging.Now that
drawing pencil numbers have been explained to you, you should be able to utilize them more effectively when you are drawing. It’s incredible just how different each type of graphite it, and once you understand how to use them, you’ll be able to create a full range of values in your art. While it will take time to learn about each type of pencil
mentioned above, it’s time well spent. Plus, keeping this guide handy will give you a quick reference that will help you to choose the right pencil when you are drawing.My Recommended Brands of Drawing Paper
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