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UPDATE: Google is cracking down on third-party call recording on May 11. These apps will no longer function, so if your phone doesn't come with a built-in call recorder, you're out of luck.Recording calls can be straightforward when you have an Android phone. However it's dependent on where you live as to whether Google will allow you to use
Android's built-in tools for this.There are plenty of alternative options thanks to the Google Play Store, as well as some external methods you may want to try if the apps don't appeal to you.So whether you're just wanting to take notes from a conversation later or need a full transcription, here's how to record a call on AndroidREAD THIS FIRST: Check
recording your call is legallt's always a good idea to give the other participants in a call a heads-up if you're recording. However If you're in the U.S., you need to know if you live in a one-party or two-party consent state for legal reasons.Most states use one-party rules, which means that one person involved in the conversation needs to know about
the recording. That can be just you if needs be.However in California, Delaware, Florida, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania and Washington, you need consent from all callers to record. Connecticut uses similar rules about electronic recordings, but there are certain exceptionsin the U.K., you don't
need consent to record calls for personal use. However sharing or publishing the recordings requires permission.Wherever you live though, it's worth double checking precisely what the laws are where you are before making call recordings.Phone by Google appFor some lucky users, you can record phone calls using the Phone by Google app. This is
only available on "some devices that have the app preinstalled" according to the Google Play Store, so you might find you're stuck due to the brand of phone you're using.Google Phone's recording features aren't available in every market either, so don't be confused if you try to follow these instructions and find the options aren't available.Recording a
call while on a call in the Google Phone appIf you decide you want to record a call while you're already on the phone, there's just a couple of steps to follow:1. On the ongoing call screen, press the "Record" button with the black dot.2. When you've finished recording, press the red "Stop" buttonSimple, right? Just keep in mind this option only works if
you're already in a call, and as long as the call isn't on hold, muted or in conference call mode. When you want to listen to a recording, go to the Recent or History tab, select a call and tap the "Play" button.Setting up automatic recording in the Google Phone appGoogle's Phone app can also automatically record calls for you, either from all numbers or
ones that you specify. You can set this up like so: 1. In the Phone app, tap the three vertical dots in the top right, then select "Settings" followed by "Call recording"2. Find the "Always record" option. Here you can now select "Numbers not in your contacts" 3. Select "Always record"To specify contacts you want to record:1. In the call recording menu,
find the "Always record" option and choose "Selected numbers"2. Select "Always record selected numbers". However this doesn't do anything until you pick some numbers.3. Tap the "+" button. This will then let you select a contact to always record calls from. After selecting someone, tap "Always record". Repeat this step for every contact you want
to add.Recording calls with the Google Voice applf the Google Phone app doesn't offer call recording in your region, then Google Voice, which allows you to access your phone number across multiple devices, allows you to record calls, albeit only ones you receive.(Image credit: Google)To use this method, first register an account with Google Voice,
then follow these steps.1. Go the the "Settings" menu, then activate "Calls and Incoming call options". This lets you access extra options by pressing the keypad buttons while on a call.2. When receiving a call, press the "4" key on your keypad to enable recording. A automated voice will then inform you and the other person that recording has begun.3.
If you want to end recording before the call ends, press the "4" key again.4. The recording file will then be available in the voicemails section of the Google Voice app, or will be emailed to you.Other call recording servicesThere are dozens of free and paid call recording apps available on the Google Play Store. Some of the highest rated ones include
Appligato's Automatic Call Recorder, NLL's Call Recorder - ACR, and lovekara's Call Recorder.You might be in a position where you need more flexible recording options that these apps can't offer. If that sounds like you, check out RecordiaPro, Recordator or other paid calling services.Both of these services offer pay-as-you-go packages that let you
pay for just the quantity of recording time you need. You then dial a specific number when setting up a call to record it. You can then access your records, and request a transcription if needed, from your account online. External methodsIf all these other methods are too complicated for your liking, then you can always resort to external hardware.This
could be something as simple as putting your phone on loudspeaker while on the call and recording it with another device, although you're unlikely to get the best recording quality if that matters to you. One option I have regularly used is a telephone pick-up microphone, such as the Olympus TP8 (opens in new tab). (Image credit: Olympus)This plugs
into a 3.5mm microphone port, such as on a computer or a dictaphone, and then sits in your ear, recording the sound while you conduct your conversation as normal. It's a very specific tool to buy for most users, but it does the job cheaply and effectively.For more advice on using Android phones, check out our guides on how to clear Android cache,
how to update Android apps or how to take a screenshot on Android. Or if you're feeling bold, we can show you how to download Android 12 beta 1 so you can try out the upcoming version of Android. Get instant access to breaking news, the hottest reviews, great deals and helpful tips. One of your smartphone’s many capabilities includes recording
audio using the device’s built-in microphones. You can use this to record voice notes, keep reminders, and with the correct setup, you can even record songs, live stream your mobile games, and so much more. Here’s how to record external and internal audio on your Android device. Read more: How to clear cache and cookies on Android How to
record external audio on AndroidRobert Triggs / Android AuthorityYou can record decent audio with your Android phone’s built-in microphones. The primary mic on many phones is at the bottom, next to the charging port, and you’ll find secondary mics, one or two, at the top or on the back. Test the mics with an audio recorder app to see which works
best.You can also use wired and wireless headsets with mics, Bluetooth earbuds, or external mics to improve the quality of your audio recordings. Remember that you will have to change the audio source in the sound recorder app, or it will default to the phone’s microphones instead. Not every audio recording app will have this option. Speaking of
audio recording apps, you will need a good one to make the most of your audio recording experience. Don’t forget to check out our roundup of the best audio recording apps you can get for Android. The phone’s built-in voice recorders aren’t usually as good. For this guide, we’ll use Dolby On. Dolby On is a free voice recorder packed with features
usually hidden behind a paywall. To use the app as a simple voice recorder, tap the large mic button to get started. As soon as you finish recording, you'll see a message letting you know the post-processing the app will do — noise reduction, dynamic EQ, compression, volume maximization, and more. You can also shoot videos or set up a live stream
from the app. Once your recording is complete, you can find it in the tracklist. Tap the music note icon at the bottom left to find your recorded tracks. You’'re good to go if you're happy with the recording. However, Dolby On gives you control over certain aspects of the audio recording. Tap on the track you want to edit and go to Tools at the bottom
left corner. You can change the noise reduction level, adjust the treble, mid, and bass, boost the audio, or use preset equalizer styles. The controls are pretty basic, but it’s an easy way to make quick adjustments on the fly. How to record internal audio on Android Since Android 10, recording your screen with internal audio has become more
accessible. You don’t need to jump through any hoops and don’t need to root your phone anymore. Most recent phones from Google, Samsung, OnePlus, Oppo, Vivo, Xiaomi, and more, come with a built-in screen recording feature that lets you capture internal audio.l used a OnePlus phone in this guide, so the steps on your device might be slightly
different. On most of these phones, you should see the Screen recorder option in the Quick settings section of the notification dropdown. If you don’t, tap on the pen tool icon in the dropdown to add the setting. Tap on Screen recorder and open Settings (gear icon) on the floating widget. Go to Audio source and select Internal audio. There may or may
not come a time in your life when you need to record a phone call. While we won’t get into specific reasons as to why you may want to do this, we will say this: it’s super easy. Let’s do this. While there are a variety of ways you can record a phone call, we’re going to focus on two different methods here: Google Voice and an app called Call Recorder -
ACR. Is Recording Calls Legal? Before we get into the how, let’s talk about the potential legal issues that could arise here. I know, I know, this is something you don’t want to hear, but it’s important and we have to do our due diligence to make sure you know what’s up too. First and foremost, recording phone calls isn’t legal in all countries, so you’ll
need to have to check regulations in your area. To get a bit more granular, it can also vary according to your specific state in the US—some require both parties to know that they're being recorded, while others only require that one party knows what’s happening. The latter can get a little gray, but assuming you live in one of those states and you
know that the call is being recorded, it’s probably safe. It is always unlawful for public phones to be recorded without consent, however. For more info on that, you can check Wikipedia, as well as the Digital Media Law Project. How to Record Phone Calls with Google Voice If you're a Google Voice user, this is super easy. If not, well, you can always
set up a Google Voice account and become a Google Voice user. Then this method will be super easy for you, too! Yay. Before you can actually record a call, you have to first enable the call recording feature. You can do this on both the web and the Android app, and the steps are essentially the same either way. I'm using the web here, but I'll specify
if something is different on the Android app. First, fire up Google Voice and open the Settings menu by sliding in the menu from the left side and choosing “Settings.” On the web, click on “Calls.” In the Android app, just scroll down until you see the Calls section. The last option on the web is “Incoming Call Options,” which is where you can enable the
feature to record calls or start a conference call. Use the slider to enable this. In the Android App, you have to tap on “Advanced Call Settings,” then enable Incoming Call Options. It’s also worth mentioning that this feature is synced across devices, so you only have to do it in one place or the other—once enabled, it'll work anywhere. However, it will
only work if the person calls you—you can’t record a call when you’re the one who initiated it, which is honestly just kind of strange. Either way, the next time you need to record a phone call, simply tap “4” on the keypad during the call. An audio prompt will let both users know the call is being recorded. To stop recording, just tap “4” again—another
prompt will state the recording is off. The audio file will then be saved to your Google Voice account. Booya. How to Record Phone Calls with ACR While using Google Voice is simple and straightforward, it’s also lacking some features many users want, like automatically recording calls as soon as they are started. That’s where ACR comes into play:
not only does it have more features, but it doesn’t notify both users they’re being recorded, either. So if you’'re looking to secretly record a call, this is the tool you want. There are two versions of this app: free and premium. The latter removes all ads from the app, as well as adds a handful of useful features, like the ability to record by contact, start a
recording in the middle of a conversation, save recordings in Dropbox or Google Drive, and a lot more. As always, though, I recommend trying the free version initially to make sure it fits your needs. With that said, let’s get started. Right after you fire up ACR, you’ll have to accept its terms—a rather lengthy list compared to most apps, but rightfully
so. After you accept the app’s terms, you have to give it all the requisite access it needs to do its thing: contacts, microphone, phone, and storage. Nothing out of the ordinary there for an app like this, so go ahead and allow it across the board. From there, the app will push a notification to the shade showing that it’s enabled. The second you make or
receive a phone call, it will start recording. You literally don’t have to do anything—it records all calls by default. If that’s not your style, however, you can change that if you have the premium app. Open the app, then slide open the menu on the left. Choose “Settings,” and then “Recording.” There are a lot of options in the menu, but scroll down until
you see “Start recording” and change it to Manual. Done. There are a lot more features under ACR’s hood, so I definitely recommend digging into it if you’'re looking to do more than just simply record conversations. Again, keep in mind that you’ll have to pay for the more advanced functionality, but I think it’s easily worth the $3 asking price if it’s
something you’ll use often. Plus, it’s really well designed, which can be hard to find in a store chock-full of dozens of apps that do similar versions of the same thing.
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